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1. The largest and most ixgortant labor organization in Cypras ia the Pannﬁvprlan
Fodere tiéa of Labor, commonly known as the 01d Trade Unmion. Thig union is completoly
sotec ,lesi by the AKEL Pavty, which is the Commmist party of Cyprus. The 013 Trade :
Jaton is in effect & branch of the Communist Party. Its lesders are Communista, glthough
' %t. a’* i of its members are Communists. Opposed to the Gomunist ualon iz the right-wing
le Union. It is a mew orgamization, still greatly inferior im strength to the -
on st dnién. The predent labor situation on the islapd is eharacterizsd by a bitter
stragple between the .left and the right for doninatdon. ’ B
25X1A2¢g
“. During the past year, a number of strikes have beem ealled hy ‘the Oammmiat
ugion. The most importent of these was against the American-cwned Ws Hines -
furporaiion, details of which wére roported im CIA INFORMATION REPORY, "Situstion im -
_ 5 April 1948. This strike, which contipued from Jam:at*y until Hey 1948,
tuslly settled on terms imfaversble to the uniom. It virtually exhsuéted union

W“é e .
wnﬂs 06 was a decisive setback for Communist-inspired efforts to control labor in Cyprus.
An crtha”’ ,strike (of shors dumtion) wes called by the ssme union in Bugust 1948 agninet i

se Te le Asbastos Mines Company at Amiandos, Cypms., ¥ine production wag conbinued

oup _».the ‘strike by non-striking workers. This, s well as the previous strike, was
r,mrc.c &rized by violence and sttempis to intimidate ncn—strikars. It wes inptigated by
cn to force the company to veinstate & Communist union lezder who had taen ejedcted
tis mipe-ovmed house. It is understood thiat the company agrged to reinstate this man, ;
aud th:i etrikers are gradually being re-hired by the minimg compeny. In thie sense, the B |
ziboors ¢f the ptrike represeated o viet,ory for the nnion, however, the union's attempt ]
e balt uir,ze productlon failed. . . :

Censtrushi gg-’laa'ggr Situation

3. The Communist 01d Trade Union, im August 1947, emtered into & & cofitract with
sociation of Contractors in Cyprus which provided in effect that for a periocd of ome
the 01a Trade Union would provide all the comstructiom laborers cm jobs carried om

a,c*’s cm the island. Certain exemptions wore later made, btut in gemeral the ,
wre were still bound by the terms of their agreement with the 0id Trade Uniom until
iration in Aﬂgnst 1948, when the Cemmisx union endeavored to secare & renewal of
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its contract with the contractors. The contrectovs, however, refused to remew end
exsressed their intention of hiring whomever they desire hereefter, regerdlese of union
afftliation. A series of discussionr wevre held between the contrectors snd the union
leaders, under the auspices of the Cyprue Commiseioner of Lsbor, Mr, H.F, Chudleigh,
without result. The 0ld Union amnounced itr intention of calling o genersl strike in
the construction industry unlees its terms vere met by the contrectors. The sttitude
of the Commisgioner of Lebov has appeared somevhet to favor the 01ld Tvade Union, or at
ieast to accord it full recognition as & lsbor umion despite its Commmist control.

The contractors continued to refuse to come to an agreement, and the anticipeted generasl
construction strike materialized on 27 August—es a result of which, most of the
construction jobs on the islend are now shut down.

hovever, continues; the personnel hired does not belong to the 01d Trade Union. The
fact thut this job is still in progress draws imwelcome attention from the Communists,
who to date hnve been unsuccessful in intevfering seriously with the progresz of the work.
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4. There hag been no violence, disorder, or nabotage_to dnte.
The police, through informers, discovered on 2 Sevtember that a muantity of ite had
been brought to Karavag from Nicosia and hidden in the vicinity of“m
It ia not clear for what
purpose this dynamite was intended. It war to have been delivered ¥o an individual who
has been knomn to hove used dynamite in the vest in comnection with illegal fishing
aetivitiee. It is & common custom to fish in Cynrus with dynamite. It may also have
been intended for use in a campaigm of intimidatlon egeinst non-striking workers who
live in Karavas snd Lapithos. One attempt to bl:st & worker's house during the night
in Karevas was foiled by the police prior to the discovery of the dynamite. It is possible, §
but less irohable, that the dynamite was intendud for destructive purposes egainst the :
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5. During the present gemeral strike thert¢ heve been a mumber of incidents in
Nicosie, including an sttempt to blow up the houre of one of the buildine contractors
against whom the strike ir now in progress. Asile from the abortive attempt to blow up
e worker's house in Karavas, there have been no Incidente in the Kyrenia-Kavavae-Lapithor
area reported to date. It is believed that thie is due to the prompt end creditable
action of the police in discovering the hidden store of dynemite end in arresting a number
of pereons connected therewith, as well as other known trouble mekers in the ares.. To
date, the police have arrerted seventeen such pesons in the villegee I

— It ir not known, however, whether all the potentisl trouble-makers have yet been
picked up, nor whether all the hidden exploeiver in the »res have yet been discovered.
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6. The present situation is critical in the politicel and lebor history of Cyprus.
If the strike results in defeat for the 01d Tred: Union, Communiet eontrol of labor on the
island will be seriously crippled. Thé Cormunisis are still suffering fro- their getback
in the Cyprur Aines Corporation strike of lest spring, snd their union is now helieved too
weak to suppott another large-scale strike of lon; durstion. The rightist New Trade Union,
which has been prompt in providing workers during the 01d Trade Union
::rﬂée, no‘;f hes &n opportunity to increase its stiongth apd influence at the expense of

e Communiete. : : .
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